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sheikh. In Fact, the witness was evidently conscientious in
discriminating between what he remembered clearly and
what he was hazy about. This girl has since been married
and her place taken by another.

The cult of the rodhah appears to be an ancient form of
nature-worship retained when the local inhabitants ac-
cepted the strange ideas of the Isma'ilfyeh. In the result-
ant synthesis both sets of ideas may have undergone altera-
tion. In its present form this nature-worship appears to
be symbolic rather than sensual. There is evidence that
woman is venerated as the symbol of the earth-mother.
From their earliest days followers of all the secret cults have
been accused of indiscriminate immorality and wild orgies.
No such accusation has been proved against any one of these
religions as a whole. Dr. Post, indeed, has testified that
chastity is the crowning virtue of the Druses. It is well to
insist strongly on this point in closing the.se brief paragraphs,
which are all that we have been able at the present time to
devote to the secret cults.